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Abstract 
General Sani Abacha took over the reign of political power in Nigeria after a bloodless putsch 
against the interim civilian government in Nigeria in 1993. Abacha ruled Nigeria with an iron-
fist. Nigeria’s domestic and foreign policies suffered greatly during the Abacha years. As a result 
of the massive human rights violation that the country witnessed under him, not least the execution 
of the ‘Ogoni 9’ activists in 1995, especially the renowned playwright and environmentalist Ken 
Saro-Wiwa, Nigeria became a pariah in the international community. This was an uncharted 
territory for Nigeria. Undaunted by the opprobrium from the international community, Abacha 
instituted a transition programme that would have ensured that he becomes the president of 
Nigeria when the country is eventually returned to civilian rule. But for his untimely death in 1998, 
Abacha would have become the first Nigerian president in the Fourth Republic. This work is an 
analysis of the various efforts and programmes of General Sani Abacha in the nation-building 
process in Nigeria between 1993 and 1998. 
Keywords: Civil society group, General Abacha, Military rule, Nigeria, Praetorian mechanism 

                                                     

 INTRODUCTION  

Despite his reputation as an unprincipled 

military ruler, General Ibrahim Badamosi 

Babangida, the military president of Nigeria 

between 1985 and 1992, conducted what 

has been variously described to be the freest 

and fairest federal, gubernatorial and local 

elections in the country’s history in 1992. 

However, rather than allow Chief Moshood 

Abiola, the winner of that elections, to 

become the civilian president of Nigeria in 

the Third Republic, babangida annulled the 

elections. In its place, an unelected Interim 

National Government (ING) was created 

and Chief Ernest Shonekan was made its 

head. During the short rule of the ING, 

Nigeria lurched from one crisis to the other. 

The ING was not able to grapple with the 

country’s multifarious nation-building 

challenges. Some of these nationhood 
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challenges are those of governance, 

corruption, democracy, federalism and 

ethnicity.  The inability of the ING to tackle 

these nation-building challenges meant that 

political and economic activities in the 

country became severely grounded. This 

political and social anomie was what 

General Sani Abacha capitalized on to carry 

out his coup against Chief Shonekan in late 

1993 and installed himself as Nigeria’s 

maximum ruler. 

 

General Sani Abacha’s Regime, 1993-

1998: An Overview 

On November 17, 1993, General Sani 

Abacha pushed Shonekan aside, dissolved 

the ING and declared himself head of state 

and commander-in-chief of the armed forces. 

Abacha had been an active participant in 

several Nigerian military coups and was an 

authoritarian figure [1]. Abacha’s coup led to 

a temporary easing of political tension in 

Nigeria. At first, many of the political elites 

welcomed the new regime. However, the 

subsequent moves of the regime from 1994 

heated the political space in Nigeria and 

turned the political elites to become the 

regime’s implacable foes. The failure of 

Abacha to handover political power to Chief 

Moshood Abiola, the winner of the 1993 

presidential elections, and Abacha’s 

subsequent imprisonment of Abiola, coupled 

with the regime’s intolerance of dissent and 

opposition, made it unpopular. By May of 

1994, the progressives had formed an 

association called NADECO (National 

Democratic Coalition) whose main aim was 

to actualize Abiola’s June 12, 1993 mandate. 

Beginning in 1995, Abacha imprisoned 

hundreds of critics, including former military 

leader Olusegun Obsanjo. A spate of 

assassinations which were blamed on the 

regime also claimed the lives of prominent 

members of the opposition.  

 

In January, 1994, under pressure to 

implement needed political reforms, the 

Abacha regime announced plans for the 

convocation of a constitutional conference. 

In August 27, 1994, Abacha inaugurated the 

NCC and charged it with the responsibility of 

creating a workable constitution for Nigeria 

[2]. A year later, the NCC submitted its 

proposal to the head of state. In October 

1995, Abacha announced a three-year 

transition program to civilian rule that he 

tightly controlled. Abacha further established 

the National Electoral Commission of 

Nigeria (NECON) and empowered it to 

provide electoral laws and conduct elections 
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into the Fourth Republic. Out of the fifteen 

political associations that showed interest in 

participating in the transition 

program, NECON only recognized five by 

September 1996 [3]. The five registered 

political parties are: National Centre Party of 

Nigeria (NCPN), Democratic Party of 

Nigeria (DPN), Grassroots Democratic Party 

(GDP), United Nigeria Congress Party 

(UNCP) and Congress for National 

Consensus (CNC). The Progressive Peoples 

Party (PPP) was one of the important 

opposition political party that was not 

approved by the regime’s Provisional Ruling 

Council (PRC) for registration. Others are 

All-Nigeria Congress (ANC), National 

Democratic Labour Party (NALP) and 

Solidarity Group of Nigeria (SGN). 

 

Two important events defined the Abacha’s 

administration. The first was the trial of 

alleged coup plotters in 1995, and the second 

was the execution of Ken Saro-wiwa and 

eight other Ogoni activists in 1995. In March 

1995, the regime announced that it had 

uncovered a plot by some serving and some 

retired military officers to overthrow the 

federal government [4]. This led to a secret 

trial of the alleged plotters after which they 

were sentenced to death or long terms of 

imprisonment. Olusegun Obasanjo, who later 

became the president of Nigeria in the Fourth 

Republic, and Shehu Yar’Adua were both 

jailed because of their alleged involvement in 

the coup. The second event took place on 

November 10, 1995. Ken Saro-Wiwa, an 

Ogoni-born writer and environmental 

activist, and eight other Ogoni activitists 

were executed in Port-Harcourt. Saro-Wiwa 

founded the Movement for the Survival of the 

Ogoni People (MOSOP) in 1993 to champion 

among other things, the right of the Ogoni to 

adequate representation in all Nigerian 

political institutions and a larger share of oil 

revenue [5]. Despite their small population of 

about five hundred thousand, the Ogoni 

territory yielded roughly a half of all the oil 

extracted annually in Nigeria. Hence, the 

demand of Ken Saro-Wiwa and MOSOP for 

a better deal for the Ogoni people within the 

Nigerian federation. Instead of acceding to 

the demands of Ken Saro-Wiwa and his 

Ogoni people’ the state, using the killing of 

four Ogoni chiefs as a pretext, imprisoned 

Wiwa and some other activists. The state then 

set up a military tribunal that found Ken Saro-

Wiwa and the eight others guilty and 

sentenced them to death. Inspite of the appeal 

from the international community, especially 

the Commonwealth of Nations, for the 
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execution to be stayed  or commuted  to life 

imprisonment, the junta went ahead to hang 

Saro-Wiwa and the others. This killing 

marked the nadir of the Abacha’s regime. The 

international community ostracized Nigeria; 

and the country was suspended from the 

Commonwealth of Nations. Pro-democracy 

elements, such as NALICON, a CSG that 

operated outside Nigeria, successfully raised 

international awareness of the case to show 

Abacha’s disregard for human rights, the rule 

of law, and democracy. In late December 

1997, the federal government announced that 

it had thwarted a plot by some senior army 

officers, allegedly led by Abacha’s deputy, 

Lieutenant-General Oladipupo Diya and 

some civilians to overthrow the regime. A 

military tribunal was set up by the regime and 

it recommended various terms of sentences.  

 

Abacha launched his transition to civilian 

rule program in October 1994. It was a thirty-

six months transition program that would 

have culminated in the enthronement of 

democracy by October 1998 [6]. The 

transition program included the creation of a 

new constitution, establishment of a new 

electoral body, creation of more states and 

local governments and the holding of local, 

states and federal elections. Abacha 

established a Constitutional Conference 

Commission and charged it with the 

responsible of creating a workable 

constitution for the new republic [7]. The 

CCC then convened a Constitutional 

Conference Election Committee. At the end 

of its deliberations in 1995, the conference 

presented the draft 1995 Constitution to the 

state. With the conclusion of the 

constitutional phase of the transition 

program, Abacha then proceeded to the other 

phases. In 1996, Abacha announced the 

creation of six new states, bringing the total 

to thirty-six [8]. He also created one-hundred 

and thirty-eight new local government areas. 

NECON, the electoral body created by the 

regime, registered five political parties to 

contest elections in the Fourth Republic. The 

five political parties are Democratic Party of 

Nigeria (DPN), National Congress Party of 

Nigeria (NCPN), Congress of National 

Consensus (CNC), Grassroots Democratic 

Movement (GDM) and United Nigeria 

Congress Party (UNCP). Through patronage 

and intimidation, the regime got the five 

registered political parties to nominate Sani 

Abacha as the sole presidential candidate. 

This was what informed the late Bola Ige’s 

statement that the parties’ were “the five 

fingers of a leprous hand.”                            
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Meanwhile, as Abacha and his aides were 

working toward his self-succession bid, the 

Nigerian opposition, both within and outside 

the country, planned to stop him. Among 

other things, they intensified their campaigns 

abroad for economic sanctions against, and 

for diplomatic isolation of Nigeria. It is worth 

mentioning here the role played by one of the 

opposition groups. This was NALICON, set 

up by the Nobel playwrite Wole Soyinka in 

exile. This CSG set up a radio station, Radio 

Kudirat, to wage a propaganda war against 

the Abacha’s regime [9]. However, before 

Abacha could realize his dream of becoming 

Nigeria’s civilian president in 1998, he 

suffered a heart attack on June 8, 1998 and 

died. With the sudden death of General Sani 

Abacha, Abdulsalaam Abubakar became 

Nigeria’s ninth military ruler since 

independence. On assumption of office, 

Abubakar inaugurated a new electoral body 

known as the Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC). INEC eventually 

midwifed the birth of the Fourth Republic in 

1999. After scrapping the transition program 

of his predecessor, Abubakar instituted a 

fresh transition to civilian rule program [10]. 

Abubakar’s transition program allowed a 

fresh registration of political parties based on 

new guidelines established by INEC. 

Twenty-six political parties applied for 

recognition but this was eventually whittled 

down to three [11]. The three major parties 

that contested the 1999 federal elections are: 

Alliance for Democracy (AD), which became 

the dominant party in southeastern Nigeria; 

the All People’s Party (APP), which 

contained die-hard Abacha loyalist, and the 

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) which had 

as its core supporters people like Alex 

Ekwueme, Atiku Abubakar and Shehu 

Yar’Adua. After Abubakar released him 

from prison, Olusegun Obasanjo became a 

member of the PDP and was eventually 

nominated as its presidential candidate. The 

AD and APP agreed to field a joint candidate 

and Olu Falae was picked to be their 

presidential flagbearer. In the presidential 

election held on February 27, 1999, Obasanjo 

took sixty-two percent of the vote, defeating 

Olu Falae, the AD/APP joint candidate. 

Obasanjo was sworn in as the first civilian 

president of the Fourth Republic on May 29, 

1999, with Atiku Abubakar as his vice 

president. 

 

CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION 

When Abacha took over from the Interim 

National Government (ING) of Ernest 

Shonekan in November 1993, the state was 
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confronted with some important nation-

building challenges. Some of these are the 

challenges of democracy, federalism, 

corruption, governance and 

aggressive ethno-regionalism. In tackling th

ese nation-building challenges, the Abacha 

regime made use of praetorian, institutional 

and constitutional mechanisms. Institutional 

mechanism is the creation and use of specific 

organizations to tackle particular nation-

building challenges. For instance, Olusegun 

Obasanjo’s administration made use of the 

institutional mechanism to tackle specific 

challenges of nation-building between 1999 

and 2007. This was the rationale behind the 

formation of the Economic and Financial 

Crimes Commission (EFCC) in 2003. It was 

an institutional response meant to tackle the 

challenge of corruption [12]. General 

Yakubu Gowon’s establishment of the 

National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) in 

1973 was another institutional program 

meant to help the nation-building process in 

Nigeria. Other administrations adopted the 

constitutional mechanism to overcome some 

aspects of Nigeria’s nation-building 

challenges. Constitutional mechanism is the 

use of specific provisions in the Nigerian 

Constitution to address specific nation-

building challenges. When there are no such 

provisions that can tackle specific challenges, 

the mechanism allow for the use of 

amendments to the constitution to make it 

relevant to the particular challenge. This, for 

example, was the rationale behind the 

insertion of the federal character principle 

and principle of fiscal federalism into the 

1979 Nigerian Constitution by General 

Olusegun Obasanjo’s regime in 1979 [13].  

This insertion was done, it must be noted, to 

ensure that all the ethnic groups are 

represented at the centre and to also ensure 

the equitable distribution of federal 

resources. 

 

Praetorian mechanism was the favoured tool 

of the different military administrations that 

ruled Nigeria from 1967 to 1999. This tool 

involved the use of decrees and edicts to 

tackle Nigeria’s nation-building challenges. 

For example, Major General Aguiyi Ironsi 

used decrees 33 and 34 of 1966 to turn 

Nigeria into a unitary state. This was done to 

tackle the problem of unity in the country’s 

nation-building process. General Yakubu 

Gowon used the Enterprise Promotion decree 

No. 4 of 1972 to tackle the challenge of 

economic insufficiency. And, General 

Ibrahim Babangida used decree to establish 

Mass Mobilization for Self Reliance, 
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Economic Recovery 

and Social Justice (MAMSER) in 1987 [14].

 MAMSER was designed to make Nigeria s

ocio-     economically andpolitically viable.  

 

Conceptual mechanism is 

the use of targeted ideas, precepts, norms, in

tellection and principles in Nigeria’s democr

atization process. Such concepts include    tr

ansparency, governance, accountability and 

rule of law. It is the preference of civil 

society groups (CSGs) in resolving Nigeria’s 

nation building challenges. In contrast to the 

vertical approach adopted by the state in 

Nigeria, CSGs adopted the horizontal 

approach to tackle Nigeria’s nation-building 

challenges during the period. This approach 

fostered interactions and the exchange and 

dissemination of ideas across the socio-

cultural and political spectrum of Nigeria. 

However, some of the military and civilian 

rulers also made use the mechanism to tackle 

specific nation-building challenges that 

confronted them. 

 

THE PRAETORIAN MECHANISM 

USED BY THE ABACHA REGIME IN 

THE NATION- BUILDING PROCESS       

The state used the praetorian mechanism to 

tackle the challenges of federalism and 

aggressive ethno-regionalism. The 

mechanism was used to address the following 

issues: state creation, the transition program 

of the administration and the establishment of 

a constitutional court. In October 1996, the 

state used a decree in 1996 to create six 

additional states and one hundred and thirty 

eight local government areas for Nigeria [15]. 

This now brought the total numbers of states 

in Nigeria to thirty-six. The reasons for this 

included the desire to reduce the overbearing 

influence of the regional governments, which 

would grants autonomy to the minorities; and 

at the same time, to ensure that governance 

both at the federal and sub-federal level was 

extended to the grassroots. Starting from 

1994 through 1995, the state promulgated a 

series of transition to civil rule decree that 

would have ensured the enthronement of 

democracy in Nigeria. The decrees are: 

Constitutional Conference Election 

Committee Decree, 1994; Constitutional 

Conference Decree, 1995; and Constitutional 

Conference Dissolution Decree, 1995 [16]. In 

October 1995, the state launched its transition 

to civilian rule program with transition to 

Civilian Rule Decree 1995 [17]. According to 

the transition program, the state envisaged 

that civilian rule would have been enthroned 

in Nigeria by 1998. The transition program 
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was divided into nine parts. Some of its 

highlights include: the establishment of a 

new electoral commission for Nigeria; 

creation of new states and local governments, 

registration of political parties, production of 

authentic voters register and the setting up of 

state electoral tribunals. In 1996, the state 

established, by decree No. 34 of 1996, the 

Federal Character Commission [18]. It had 

powers, among other things, to work out a 

formula for the redistribution of jobs and to 

establish the principle of proportionality. The 

commission also had the powers to prosecute 

heads of ministries and parastatals for failing 

to carry out its instructions. It further had the 

mandate to address the inequalities in social 

services and infrastructural development. For 

example, based on the idea behind the 

establishment of the commission, Abacha’s 

Provisional Ruling Council (PRC) members 

cuts across Nigeria geo-political divide. 

 

Institutional Mechanism used by the 

Abacha Regime in the Nation-Building 

Process 

To tackle the challenges of federalism, 

governance, democracy and distribution, the 

Abacha administration used the powers of the 

state to establish some key institutions. Three 

of these are National Electoral Commission 

of Nigeria (NECON), 1993, Petroleum Trust 

Fund (PTF), 1994 and the National Human 

Rights Commission (NHRC), 1994. NECON 

was established in 1993 to conduct federal, 

states and local government’s elections into 

the Fourth Republic [19]. It was an important 

transition from military to civilian rule tool of 

the Abacha, administration. Five political 

parties were registered by NECON to 

participate in elections that was to usher in 

the Fourth Republic. The Commission 

conducted state assembly and parliamentary 

elections in December 1997 and April 1998, 

respectively. However, before NECON could 

complete the electoral aspect of the transition 

program, which was to be the conduct of the 

presidential election in 1998, General Sani 

Abacha died. The new military ruler, General 

Abdulsalami Abubakar, who took over in late 

1998, proscribed NECON in 1999 and 

established a new electoral body, 

Independent National Electoral Commission 

(INEC). 

 

Petroleum Trust Fund, 1994       

The Petroleum Trust Fund (PTF) was created 

by the state to “alleviate Nigerians’ poverty” 

[20]. It was an all-encompassing project 

designed to make life easier for Nigerians 

[21]. The activities of the PTF ranged from 
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supplying medications to public hospitals, to 

building or repairing roads, building schools, 

renovation of some university halls across the 

country, to providing bore holes to 

communities. However, in spite of its 

laudable aims, the PTF failed to fulfill its 

important mission before it was proscribed 

by the Obasanjo’s administration during the 

Fourth Republic. Part of the reason why the 

PTF failed to fulfill its mandates was the high 

level of waste/profligacy and 

mismanagement carried out by those in 

charge of the fund. For example, Dr. Haroun 

Adamu’s interim report on the activities of 

the PTF concluded that N135 billion out of 

the N146 billion the fund spent between 1994 

and 2000 was squandered. 

 

National Human Rights Commission 

(NHRC), 1995 

The state set up the National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC) in 1995 [22]. the 

Commission’s mandate include, among other 

things, to monitor and investigate alleged 

cases of human rights violation in Nigeria; to 

assist victims of human rights violation and 

seek appropriate redress and remedies on 

their behalf; undertake studies pertaining to 

human rights; assist the federal government 

in the formulation of appropriate policies; 

and provide reports on the state of human 

rights protection in Nigeria [23]. However, 

the Commission failed to live up to its billing 

due to its enabling act and lack of political 

will on the part of the state. It has no judicial 

powers and it cannot force the state to act to 

protect the violations of an individual rights. 

Moreover, during the Abacha’s regime, 

prominent civil rights activists were jailed 

and civil rights organizations were 

proscribed. The commission could not really 

act to protect the rights of these individuals 

and organizations since the state was the 

violator of their rights. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL MECHANISM 

USED BY THE ABACHA’S REGIME IN 

THE NATION-BUILDING PROCESS  

The state used the constitutional mechanism 

to tackle the challenges of democracy, 

federalism, governance and aggressive 

ethno-regionalism. Arising from the tensions 

which the annulment of the June 12, 1993 

federal election generated, the Abacha 

administration convened a National 

Constitutional Conference in June 1994. The 

conference was meant to articulate an 

institutional arrangement capable of laying a 

solid foundation for a viable, cohesive and 

functional Nigeria [24]. General Abacha 
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charged the conference delegates to fashion a 

“conscious culture of national consensus 

conceived in the broadest sense” [25]. The 

administration also established a National 

Constitutional Commission to facilitate the 

affairs of the conference [26]. Additionally, 

the work of the conference was to serve as a 

blue-print for the creation of a viable, 

functional and cohesive Nigeria. And more 

importantly, it was meant to serve as an 

important plank of the transition to civil rule 

program of the administration. The 

deliberations of the conference would have 

provided the framework for the 1995 

constitution that would have birthed the 

Fourth Republic [27]. The death of General 

Sani Abacha in 1998 rendered the 

constitutional process invalid. The NCC 

made some important recommendations. 

Some of these are: that the presidency should 

be rotated between two zones of the country, 

north and south; that representation at the 

federal and sub-federal levels must be based 

on proportionality; and that a federal 

character commission was to be established. 

It is remarkable to note that some of these 

recommendations later found their way into 

the Fourth Republic where they became 

operational. 

 

CSGs and the Abacha Regime, 1993-1998 

CSGs injected such conceptual tools as 

democracy, rule of law, human rights and 

sovereign national conference into the 

nation-building process during the General 

Sani Abacha’s regime. The Abacha’s 

administration was very hostile to any form 

of dissent and political opposition. The 

regime dismantled all the structures of 

transition to civil rule programs put in place 

by the preceding government. Abacha’s 

regime was regarded as one of the most 

repressive in Nigeria’s history [28]. Many 

human rights activists and the political 

opposition were detained, driven 

underground or forced into involuntary exile 

abroad. For example, the Nobel laureate, 

Professor Wole Soyinka left Nigeria during 

the Abacha regime [29]. He became the 

arrowhead of the opposition in the diaspora 

against the Abacha regime. Together with 

some pro-democracy activists, Soyinka 

formed the NALICON and later the UDFN in 

1995 that subsequently became the vanguard 

of the opposition against the Abacha’s 

regime in the diaspora [30]. Three important 

issues galvanized and mobilized the CSGs 

against the Abacha administration. The first 

was the continued detention of the winner of 

the June 12, 1993 presidential election. The 
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second was the hanging of the leader of the 

Movement of the Struggle for the Ogoni 

People (MOSOP), Ken Saro-Wiwa in 1995 

[31]; and more importantly, the desire of 

General Sani Abacha to transmute into a 

civilian president. These three issues pitted 

the CSGs against the state. The CD, 

NADECO, NALICON and JACON were at 

the forefront of trying to actualize and restore 

the presidency to the winner of the 1993 

federal election. By April, 1998, all the five 

political parties that were to take part in the 

federal election that would have ushered in 

the Fourth Republic adopted General Sani 

Abacha as their sole candidate. A 

development the late Bola Ige described as 

five fingers of a leprous hand [32]. This 

adoption further galvanized the CSGs against 

the administration. They reasoned that unless 

the military is forced from power any 

discussion about respect for human rights, 

rule of law and democracy would be an 

exercise in futility. However, with the death 

of General Abacha in June, 1998, the CSGs 

pressured the new military administrator, 

General Abdulsalami Abubakar into carrying 

out a short transition to civilian rule program. 

Their activities and the pressures they exerted 

eventually culminated in the birth of the 

Fourth Republic in 1999. 

FINDINGS 

This study has shown that prior to Abacha’s 

reign, Nigeria had gone through series of 

challenges that threatened the very existence 

of the state. When Abacha took over from the 

puppet civilian administration established by 

his predecessor General Babangida in 1993, 

the assumption was that he had plans to tackle 

the country’s various socio-political 

challenges and hand power back to the 

politicians after stabilizing the polity. But this 

was no to be. Abacha not only extend military 

rule in the country but also destroyed the few 

trappings of democracy that had been 

nurtured under his predecessor. Claiming to 

be interested in ostensibly democratic tenets 

in the country, Abacha set about overhauling 

the Nigerian socio-economic and political 

space. To achieve this objective, the study 

shows, Abacha made extensive use of the 

constitutional, institutional and praetorian 

mechanisms. Indeed, some of the 

programmes the mechanisms established for 

the country were commendable. Such 

includes the creation of a national human 

rights agency, the establishment of a new 

electoral body, the creation of a national fund 

to intervene in social and educational issues, 

and the establishment of a series of 

constitutional conferences geared toward the 
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creation of a workable and fair covenant for 

the country. The programmes and the 

initiatives that the junta made were designed 

to tackle some of the major nation-building 

challenges that confronted the country. This 

include the challenges of governance, 

corruption, federalism and distribution. 

However, as laudable as these efforts were, 

the decision towards the tail-end of the 

regime to transform Abacha into a civilian 

president in the Fourth Republic showed that 

the enthronement of democracy and the 

interest of the country was not the most 

important priority of the junta. Abacha’s self-

succession bid, his authoritarian and 

totalitarian bent, the profligate spending, the 

massive corruption under his watch and 

actively perpetrated by him, the insecurity to 

lives and property, the summary executions 

and extrajudicial killings, the jailing of the 

opposition and members of the civil society 

and the assassinations of prominent citizens 

plunged Nigeria into a unprecedented period 

of social, economic and political anomie. But 

for the sudden death of Abacha in 1998, the 

dream of a functional, cohesive and viable 

Nigeria would never have materialized or 

would have been postponed indefinitely. 

 

CONCLUSION 

General Sani Abacha ruled Nigeria at very 

crucial period in the nation’s history. 

Although, claiming to be interested in 

creating a viable, cohesive, functional and 

democratic Nigeria, Abacha instituted some 

programmes, initiatives and measures that 

were designed to perpetuate him in the office 

of the presidency for life. To tackle some of 

the important nationhood challenges that 

confronted Nigeria, Abacha used praetorian, 

institutional and constitutional mechanisms. 

What became obvious towards the end of his 

drawn out transition-from-military-to-

civilian-rule programme was that Abacha’s 

efforts were geared primarily to achieve his 

dream of self-succession. Abacha’s 

chicanery during the period had an important 

by-product on political and social 

development in the country. His 

highhandedness galvanized the civil society 

group in Nigeria and it became a veritable 

force in the drive to create a functional and 

democratic country.  

REFERENCES 

[1] Dagne, T. (2005). Nigeria in political tra

nsition. Congressional ResearchService (CR

S),                  3, June, 2. 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/IB98046.pdf 

  

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/IB98046.pdf


                 ELK ASIA PACIFIC JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

ISSN 2394-9392 (Online); DOI: 10.16962/EAPJSS/issn. 2394-9392/2015; Volume 4 Issue 4 (2018) 
 

13 

 

[2] Okeke, O. (2004). Legacy of national 

paralysis: Ernest Shonekan and Sani Abacha, 

1993-1998. In L. A. Nwachukwu & G. N. 

Uzoigwe (Ed.), Troubled journey: Nigeria 

since the civil war (p. 243). Maryland: 

University Press of America 

 

[3] Idachaba, E. (2018). Chronology of major 

political events in the Abacha era, 1993-

1998.  

Institut francais de recherché en Afrique. 

https://books.openedition.org/ifra/653?lang=

en  

 

[4] Osaghae, E. (1988). Crippled giant: 

Nigeria since independence. London: Hurst 

& Company. 

 

[5] Na’Allah, R. A. (1998). Ogoni’s agonies: 

Ken Saro-Wiwa and the crisis in Nigeria. 

Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press. 

 

[6] Iroanusi, S. (2000). Nigeria’s heads of 

state and government. Lagos: Sam Iroanusi    

Publications. 

 

[7] Onuoha, B. (2002). 

Reflections on the transition programmes. In 

B. Onuoha &  

M. M. Fadakinte (Ed.), Transition politics in 

Nigeria, 1970-1999, (pp. 28-29). Lagos: 

Malthouse Press Limited. 

 

[8] Falola, T. & Heaton, M. (2008). A history 

of Nigeria. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press 

 

[9]   Soyinka, W. (2006). You must set forth 

at dawn: A memoir. New York: Random 

House. 

 

[10] Oshodi, A. (2007). Return to civilian 

rule in Nigeria: Problems of electoral culture 

and      transparency over the past 

three Nigerian elections, 1999-2007. The 

commonwealth     journal of 

international affairs, 96(392), 617-630.  

          

https://doi.org/10.1080/00358530701625901 

 

[11] Onuoha, B. (2002). General 

Abdulsalami Abubakar and the short 

transition. In B.     Onuoha & M. 

M. Fadakinte (Ed.), Transition politics in 

Nigeria, 1970-1999, (pp. 329- 330). Lagos: 

Malthouse Press Limited. 

 

[12] Owolabi, E. A. (2007). Corruption and 

financial crimes in Nigeria: Genesis, trend 

https://books.openedition.org/ifra/653?lang=en
https://books.openedition.org/ifra/653?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.1080/00358530701625901


                 ELK ASIA PACIFIC JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

ISSN 2394-9392 (Online); DOI: 10.16962/EAPJSS/issn. 2394-9392/2015; Volume 4 Issue 4 (2018) 
 

14 

 

and 

consequences. http://www.cenbak.org/out/p

ublications/transparency/2007/transparency2

007.pdf             

 

[13] Ayoade, J. A. A. (2000). The federal 

character principle and the search for national   

integration. In K. Amuwo, A. Agbaje, G. 

Heraul & R. Suberu (Eds.), Federalism and 

political restructuring in Nigeria, (pp. 177-

178). Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited. 

 

[14] Agbaje, A. (1997). Mobilizing for a new 

political culture. In L. Diamond, A. K. 

KirkGreene & O. Oyediran (Eds.), Transition 

without end, (pp. 147-148). Ibadan:  Vantage 

Publisher. 

         

[15] Adeola, G. T. (2008). Military legacies 

and the challenge of managing diversities in     

Nigeria’s federation. Paper presented to the 

20th Summer University Programme of the 

Institute of Federalism, Frisbourg, Switzerla

nd, August 29. www.federalism.ch/files/file

d ownload/887/gbadamosi:nigeria.pdf 

 

[16] Taiwo, O. Transition and the law. In B. 

Onuoha & M. M. Fadakinte (Ed.), Transition 

politics in Nigeria, 1970-1999, (p. 221). 

Lagos: Malthouse Press Limited. 

 

[17] B.T. Bingel, B. T. (n. a.). Historical 

appraisal of the endless transition to civil 

rule  programmes in Nigeria from Gowon 

to Abacha (Thesis). 

University of Jos, Nigeria.  

http://dspace.unijos.edu.ng/bitstream/10485/

555/1/A%20Histotical%20Appriasal%20of

%20the%20Endless%20Transition%20to%2

0Civil%20Rule%20programmes%20in.pdf. 

 

[18] Abdul Raufu Mustapha, A. R. (2004). 

Ethnic structure, inequality and governance 

of the 

public sector in Nigeria. UNRISD, March. ht

tp://www.afrimap.org/english/images/docum

ents/UNRISD%20Nigeria%20mustapha.pdf 

 

[19] Aiyede, R. E. (2008). The role of INEC, 

ICPC and EFCC in combating political 

corruption. In A. O. A. Victor (Ed.), Money 

and Politics in Nigeria, (p. 46). Abuja: Petra 

Digital Press. 

 

[20] Elumilade, D. O. & Asaolu, T. O. 

(2006). Appraising the institutional 

framework for  poverty alleviation 

programmes in Nigeria. International 

Research Journal of  Finance and 

Economics, 3, 69. 

http://www.cenbak.org/out/publications/transparency/2007/transparency2
http://www.cenbak.org/out/publications/transparency/2007/transparency2
http://www.federalism.ch/files/filed
http://www.federalism.ch/files/filed
http://www.afrimap.org/english/images/documents/UNRISD%20Nigeria%20mustapha.pdf
http://www.afrimap.org/english/images/documents/UNRISD%20Nigeria%20mustapha.pdf
http://www.afrimap.org/english/images/documents/UNRISD%20Nigeria%20mustapha.pdf


                 ELK ASIA PACIFIC JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

ISSN 2394-9392 (Online); DOI: 10.16962/EAPJSS/issn. 2394-9392/2015; Volume 4 Issue 4 (2018) 
 

15 

 

 

[21] Dele Ogunmola, D. & Badmus, A. (n. 

a.). Meeting the challenges of the millennium   

development goals in Nigeria: Problems, 

possibilities and prospects. School of 

Humanities, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 

University of New England. 

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humansecurity/as

sets/downloads/MD6confpapers/ogunmolaa

ndbadmus,.pdf 

 

[22] Kukah, M. H. (2007). Democracy and 

civil society in Nigeria. Ibadan: Spectrum 

Books  Limited. 

 

[23] National human rights commission 

information brochure. (1996). Abuja: Media 

Trust  Publication. 

 

[24] Anucha, D. U. (2010). The impact of 

constituent assemblies (1978-1995) on 

nigerian   constitutions and political 

evolution (Masters dissertation). Clark 

Atlanta University, 

Atlanta. http://digitalcommons.auctr.edu/cgi/

viewcontent.cgi?article=1763&context=diss

ertations  

 

[25] Amuwo, K. (2000). Beyond the 

orthodoxy of political restructuring: The 

Abacha junta  and the political economy of 

force. In K. Amuwo, R. Suberu, A. Agbaje & 

G. Hesult  (Eds.). Federalism and 

Political Restructuring in Nigeria, (p. 81). 

Ibadan: Spectrum  Books  Limited. 

 

[26] Bola, I. U. (2000). The constitutional 

conference, political restructuring and 

women’s  access to power. In K. 

Amuwo, R. Suberu, A. Agbaje & G. Hesult 

(Eds.). Federalism  and Political 

Restructuring in Nigeria, (p. 153). Ibadan: 

Spectrum Books Limited. 

 

[27] Olukoshi, O. A. (2000). Economy and 

politics in the Nigerian transition. African 

Journal of Political Science (AJPS), 5(2), 23. 

[28] Essia, U. & Yearoo, A. (2009). 

Strengthening civil society 

organizations/government  partnership in 

Nigeria. International NGO Journal, 4(9), 

368. 

 

[29] Diamond, L. (1995). Nigeria: The 

uncivic society and descent into 

praetorianism in  politics. In J. J., Linz 

& S. M. Lipset (Ed.) Developing countries: 

comparing experiences  with 

democracy, (pp. 418-419). Boulder: Lynne 

Rienner Publishers. 

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humansecurity/assets/downloads/MD6confpapers/ogunmolaandbadmus,.pdf
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humansecurity/assets/downloads/MD6confpapers/ogunmolaandbadmus,.pdf
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/humansecurity/assets/downloads/MD6confpapers/ogunmolaandbadmus,.pdf


                 ELK ASIA PACIFIC JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

ISSN 2394-9392 (Online); DOI: 10.16962/EAPJSS/issn. 2394-9392/2015; Volume 4 Issue 4 (2018) 
 

16 

 

 

[30] Thomas, G. (1990). Civil society and its 

role in a democratic state. Journal of 

Democracy, 1(3). 

 

[31] ActionAid Nigeria. (2007). Civil society 

in Nigeria; contributing to positive social 

change. CIVICUS Civil Society Index: 

Nigeria. Abuja, Nigeria. 

 

[32] Osaghae, E. (1997). The role of civil 

society in consolidating democracy: An 

African  comparative perspective. 

Africa Insight, 27(1), 15. 

 

 


